


Course Syllabus for Introduction to University Writing

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]This writing skills course will assist you to build the required academic writing skills required at the university/college level. Incorporated in this skill set is the ability to use critical thinking skills to acquire and analyse information and develop knowledge in new areas.

The learning activities and assignments in this course are designed to help you access, develop and attain the writing skills you will require when you move forward into post secondary level courses. You will learn how to write clearly and concisely and develop your own ideas while avoiding plagiarism. You will learn how to paraphrase and summarize other viewpoints that will come into play to support your ideas.

You will be asked to investigate academic writing and sharpen your writing process skills. In particular, you will be asked to find information, become an active reader and analyze the information you read. You will make decisions based on your analysis and use this information and analysis to come up with a written argument essay and literary analysis essay. 

The 8 sections provide you with required readings and videos that will guide you towards finding scholarly information, how to analyze it, and how to use it within your writing.  

Your instructor is available to answer any questions you may have with the goal of completing this writing skills course with success.

Course Objectives 
This course will prepare you to be a successful writer at the University/College level. 

At the end of this course, learners will be able to…

1. Apply the rules of grammar and mechanics to prose composition 
2. Use critical thinking skills 
3. Accurately summarize ideas, organization, and tone 
4. Become and active reader while analyzing and discussing readings
5. Format writing for academic purposes/audiences 
6. Proofread/edit for mechanical and structural errors 
7. Conduct research and communicate findings
8. Compose and revise an argument and literary analysis essay
9. Use MLA to document sources
10. Use literary terminology appropriate to context
11. Analyze poetry and understand literary elements
12. Produce structured academic essays 

Required Texts,  Readings & Resources (in APA format)

· Jones, J.M. (2014). Citation: Why is it so important. Authoritative Journal, 67(2), 81-95
· Smith, L.A. (2017). How citation changed the research world. Authoritative Journal, pp. 26-28
· Virk, A. (2018). Citation: Why is it so important. Authoritative Journal, 67(2), 81-95. Retrieved from EATSJ APA Citation Guideline
· Section 1: Grammar & Editing
Brehe, Steven. (2018) Brehe's Grammar Anatomy, University of North Georgia. Retrieved from: https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/717

· Section 2: Understanding Plagiarism
Reading 1: Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing
The Writing Lab & The OWL at Purdue and Purdue University. Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing, Copyright ©1995-2013 Retrieved from:  https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/quoting_paraphrasing_and_summarizing/index.htm

Reading 2: Ways to Introduce Quotations
Lloyd, Nathaniel. (2020) Ways to Introduce Quotations, OER Commons. NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0). Retrieved from:
https://www.oercommons.org/courseware/lesson/64530/overview

· Section 3: Conventions of Academic Writing
Reading 1: Conventions of Academic Writing
CCA English Department, Vancouver Community College (2020)
*Some References courtesy of Queen's University Belfast
Reading 2: Reading 2: Phrasing Tips for Essay Writing 
CCA English Department, Vancouver Community College (2020), Phrasing Tips for Essay Writing

Reading 3 Academic Writing Traits
Shatiya, Kiran. (2019), Academic Writing Traits https://www.oercommons.org/courseware/lesson/59144
License: Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike, CC BY-SA-NC
· Section 4: The Writing Process
Reading 1: Writing in College 
Lumen Learning. Writing in College. CC BY: Attribution
Modification, adaptation, and original content. Adapted from: CC LICENSED CONTENT, ORIGINAL
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/englishcomp1coreq/chapter/why-it-matters-the-writing-process-workshop/

Reading 2: Writing Process 
Courtesy of CCA English Department, Vancouver Community College
· Section 5: How to do Research
Reading 1: The Research Process 
Louie, Kim, Lumen Learning (2019) CC BY: Attribution 
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-engcomp1-wmopen/chapter/text-the-research-process/
Reading 2: Evaluating Information
Meriam Library ReSEARCH Station, Meriam Library, California State University. Evaluating Information. (2008) https://uri.libguides.com/start/craap
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License. CC BY

· Section 6: Reading and Summarizing
Reading 1: Effective Reading Strategies
Adapted from Think Literacy, Ministry of Education, ON, Canada. (2013). 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/reading.pdf
Open Government License https://www.ontario.ca/page/open-government-licence-ontario

Reading 2: Activating Background Knowledge, Predicting, Making Connections - Three Stages of Reading 
CCA English Department, Vancouver Community College. (2020)

Reading 3: How to Summarize your Sources
Burnell, Carol et all.  How to Summarize your Sources, The Word on College Reading and Writing. https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/
Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial 4.0 International License

Section 7: Presenting an Argument in Writing
Reading 1: Finding Quality Texts
Burnell, Carol et all.  How to Summarize your Sources, The Word on College Reading and Writing. https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/
Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial 4.0 International License
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/finding-quality-texts/

			Reading 2: Writing a Working Thesis
Krause, Steven D., Eastern Michigan University. The Process of Research Writing (2007) Open Education Resource CC BY SA http://www.stevendkrause.com/tprw/chapter5.html

Reading 3: Writing for Success: Argument
Lumen Learning. http://lumenlearning.com/
CC BY: Attribution
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-englishcomp1v2/chapter/writing-for-success-argument/

Reading 4: Adding Analysis and Connecting it to Your Evidence in Your Paragraph
CCA English Department, Vancouver Community College. (2020) 

Reading 5: Help with Writing your Outline
License: CC BY-NC-SA: Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike
Successful Writing. http://2012books.lardbucket.org/books/english-for-business-success/



· Section 8: Literary Analysis - Poetry Analysis Essay
Reading 1: What Is Literary Criticism? 
Hutchinson. LITERARY CRITICISM - Definition and Schools of Thought. CC BY-SA: AttributionShareAlike https://courses.lumenlearning.com/englishcomp2kscopex92x2/chapter/what-is-literary-criticism/ 

Reading 2: Using Literary Criticism
Loyola English Department CC BY-SA: Attribution-ShareAlike 
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/englishcomp2kscopex92x2/chapter/using-literary-criticism/
Writing about Literature.  http://englishatloyola.wikidot.com/#Style


Reading 3: What is Poetry?
CCA English Department, Vancouver Community College    
Poetry Links in Document: Link to Iliad From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Link to Greensleeves: https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Greensleeves
Link to The King's Singers - Greensleeves: https://youtu.be/twix9KfES9Y
Leonard Cohen - Hallelujah (Live In London) https://youtu.be/YrLk4vdY28Q
Leonard Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah’ and Poem/Lyrics Links https://youtu.be/YrLk4vdY28Q
https://genius.com/Leonard-cohen-hallelujah-lyrics
The Raven Poem links http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Raven
Watch this short film version of Edgar Allan Poe's The Raven - https://vimeo.com/35523418
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Raven
Course Schedule – Self Paced – 4 month time period. It is suggested that students submit two assignments per week to keep them on track. 

	Section /200 marks
	Assignment Name
	 Type
	100%

	Section 1: 
Grammar and Editing
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory
/0
	Students will access Brehe's Grammar Anatomy for their grammar questions. This grammar section is self-directed.

	 Self- directed study
	0%

	Section 2:
Understanding Plagiarism
/10

	Assignment 1: Quote, paraphrase or summarize an article

	 Summary
	5%

	
	Assignment 2: Plagiarism Quiz – a short online quiz
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory
	 Quiz
	0

	Section 3: 
Conventions of Academic Writing
/10

	Assignment 1: Summarizing what you have learned and answering questions.
	 Summary
	5%

	Section 4:
The Writing Process
/30
	Assignment 1 - Choose a paragraph topic from the document Section 4 Writing Process Paragraph Topics, and use the paragraph outline form to create an outline for your paragraph.
/5
	 Outline
	2.5%

	
	Assignment 2 - Submit a first draft of a structured paragraph. 
/5


	 Draft Paragraph
	2.5%

	
	Assignment 3 – Submit a final draft paragraph incorporating instructor feedback.
/10

	 Paragraph
	5%

	
	Assignment 4 – Students will write a reflective journal about their own writing process.
/10
	 Reflective  Journal 
	5%

	Section 5:
How to do Research
/20
	Assignment 1: Choose a topic for your essay and explain what interests you about the topic. Complete some preliminary research, write about your finding and why you have chosen the topic. 

	 Informative journal
	10%

	Section 6: 
Reading and Summarizing
/30
	Assignment 1: Find 3 sources for your research essay, evaluate them, summarize them and explain how they will support your essay topic.
	 Research and findings with explanation
	15%

	Section 7: Presenting an Argument in Writing
/50
	Assignment 1: Develop a thesis statement and three supporting points.
/15
	 Thesis and three points
	7.5%

	
	Assignment 2: Provide a first draft for your argumentative essay.
/10

	 Draft argument essay
	5%

	
	Assignment 3: Incorporate feedback and submit a final draft argumentative essay.
/25

	 Argument Essay
	25%

	Section 8: 
Literary Analysis - Poetry Analysis Essay
/50

	 Assignment 1 - Analyzing Poetry – Read the poem ‘Introduction to Poetry by Billy Collins and answer questions in a journal. View a Ted Talk video entitled:  “Everyday moments caught in time”.
/4
	 Analysis Journal
	2%

	
	Assignment 2 - Poetry and Poetic Device
You will answer 15 questions in a word document identifying poetic device in poems and submit the document when you are complete. 
/15
	 Poetic Device Questions
	7.5%

	
	Assignment 3 - Annotate a Poem – Students will choose a poem and annotate it, finding a closer reading and understanding. The poem they choose will be also used for the poetry analysis essay. 
/4
	Annotation
	2%

	
	Assignment 4 - Thesis Statement and Supporting Points
Use guiding questions to assist you to come up with a thesis statement reflecting the main idea for what you want to discuss in your essay, along with three main points that you will use to support your thesis statement. 
/5
	 Questions with answers leading to thesis and three points
	2.5%

	
	Poetry Assignment 5 - Poetry Analysis Essay First Draft
/4
	Draft Analysis Essay
	2%

	
	Poetry Assignment 6 - Poetry Analysis Essay Final Draft
/18

	Analysis Essay
	9%

	
	Total

       /200 Marks
	
	Total:

     /100%
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